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Presentation Outline

• EPA Decentralized Program Background/ Overview

• Decentralized Wastewater MOU Partnership

• Program/ Partnership Priorities

• SepticSmart Week

• Clean Water State Revolving Fund/ Decentralized Wastewater Guide

• Decentralized Wastewater Workforce

• Closing America’s Wastewater Access Gap Community Initiative

Disclaimer: The materials in this presentation do NOT reflect the opinions of NOWRA
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1997 Report to Congress on Decentralized Systems in the U.S.
Primary Finding: Decentralized systems can provide the same level of 

treatment, and may be less expensive than centralized wastewater 
(sewer) treatment

Early 2000s: Decentralized Program created including issuance of 
many guidance documents, and MOU Partnership

Our program provides non-regulatory program support focused on 
outreach tools for homeowners, counties and states

Decentralized Program Background/ Overview

Office of Water
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Decentralized Wastewater MOU Partnership
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Program/ Partnership Priorities

1) Increase outreach and public education to ensure decentralized wastewater and septic 
systems are properly maintained to protect water quality and human health

2) Identify and utilize current information and data on the use and performance of 
decentralized wastewater and septic systems in the US 

3) Promote the benefits of advanced decentralized treatment technologies within the 
wastewater industry and to the public

4) Share information on funding sources and pursue innovative public and private 
financing options to help communities and homeowners replace, upgrade, or maintain 
decentralized wastewater systems

5) Expand mechanisms to address workforce, education, training, and research needs 
related to the decentralized wastewater industry to improve future sustainability 
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SepticSmart Week

• Annual outreach event to support the 
proper operation and care of septic 
systems

• 10-year anniversary this year (Sept 19 –
23, 2022)

• All education materials available at 
www.epa.gov/septic
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SepticSmart Week 2022: 
New and Noteworthy

• Highlights include

• Over 350 unique hashtags for 
#SepticSmart and #SepticSmartWeek

• Over 800,000 impressions across 
Facebook, LinkedIn and Twitter 
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Proclamations 
Declared in 2022

• We received a total of 13 proclamations 
from Michigan, North Carolina, New 
Mexico, Washington, Missouri, and a 
first ever proclamation from Barnstable 
County, Massachusetts, as well as MOU 
partners- ASTHO, GWPC, IAPMO, NAWT, 
NOWRA, NRWA, and RCAP.
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MOU Partner Op-Eds and Blog Posts

• IAPMO, NSF, RCAP and ASTHO, wrote SepticSmart-themed blog 
posts.

9



Office of Water

News Media

• 5 Press Releases and 
Newscasts

• 5 Local Media Publications

• SepticSmart reached local 
publications across the 
country
• Laconia, NH, Jefferson County, CO, 

McLean County, IL, North Carolina, 
Texas and Washington State
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Spotlight: Greene County, MO

• Missouri Smallflows Organization (MSO) hosted an 
Educational Day at the Springfield Onsite Wastewater 
Demonstration Center

• The Greene County Commission issued a 
proclamation on Wednesday, Sept. 21, to kickoff 
Septic Smart Week, hosted by the Missouri 
Smallflows Organization (MSO) at the county’s Onsite 
Wastewater Demonstration Facility in north 
Springfield.

• Water Quality Field Operations Mgr. Michael Bowers, 
from the Greene County Resource Management 
Dept., gave a demonstration on how a variety of 
home septic systems function.
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First Ever SepticSmart Photo 
Challenge

• EPA’s Decentralized Wastewater 
Program hosted its first ever photo 
challenge.

• 12 Participants; 3 Winners; 1 
Honorable Mention
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Educational Materials – Quick Tips
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Educational Materials – Quick Tip videos
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Educational Materials - Diagrams
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Educational Materials – brochures, posters, other
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Financing Decentralized Systems with the CWSRF
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• New guide (left) promotes 
best practices for 
communities to access 
CWSRF for decentralized 
wastewater systems, 
including funding 
mechanisms and a step-by-
step implementation plan. 

• Fact sheet (right) offers an 
abbreviated version of the 
guide . 
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Decentralized Wastewater Workforce
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Closing America’s Wastewater Access Gap 
Community Initiative
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Closing America’s Wastewater Access Gap 
Community Initiative

• Participating communities will receive:
• Community Wastewater Assessment

• Community Solutions Plan

• These two documents are starting points to facilitate thoughtful 
approaches and can be tailored further based on needs of each community 

• These two documents do not waive federal or state funding application 
requirements – but they will help communities take steps forward

• This initiative compliments important state and local efforts

• This is a pilot effort – we anticipate learning and troubleshooting as we go!
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Closing America’s Wastewater Access Gap 
Community Initiative – Pilot Communities 
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What is in the Community Wastewater Assessment

• Community Engagement and Input

• Community Description

• Build Environment Assessment

• Natural Environment Assessment

• Assessment of Need

• Regulatory and Funding Environment
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What is in the Community Solutions Plan?

• Documents results of assessment

• Identifies potential solution options for further exploration

• Provides a plan to guide next steps of infrastructure projects and 
funding applications

• Preliminary project schedule and costs

• Outlines types of TA services needed to address local challenges
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Milestones
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Milestone Anticipated Timeline

Project team kick off meeting Fall 2022

Community listening session Starting late Fall 2022

Conduct wastewater assessment Starting late Fall 2022

Develop Solutions Plans Starting late Spring 2023

Identify and begin next steps (e.g., 
developing a funding application)

Fall 2023
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Questions?

Contact: Zach Lowenstein (Lowenstein.Zachary@epa.gov))


