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NAWT
TRACK 

PLAN FOR 
TODAY

Introduction – Life Cycle & Principles of OWTSIntroduction – Life Cycle & Principles of OWTS

Beginning of the Life Cycle – Design PrinciplesBeginning of the Life Cycle – Design Principles

Beginning & Early Life – Installation PrinciplesBeginning & Early Life – Installation Principles

Mid-Life – Operations & Maintenance PrinciplesMid-Life – Operations & Maintenance Principles

Mid-Life – Inspection Mid-Life – Inspection 

All during the Life – Basic Business PrinciplesAll during the Life – Basic Business Principles

After Life – Waste Treatment PrinciplesAfter Life – Waste Treatment Principles

Summary – Why we care and where we go from hereSummary – Why we care and where we go from here
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Defining the “System” and “EvaluationDefining the “System” and “Evaluation

Establishing a Protocol and StandardEstablishing a Protocol and Standard

Being a Professional InspectorBeing a Professional Inspector
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WHY BOTHER?

• PROBLEMS

• INSPECTIONS

• CONCERNS

• ENVIRONMENT

• VALUE

• THE START

OF MANAGEMENT



PROTECT THE ENVIRONMENT

NAWT XI
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PUBLIC HEALTH

• BAD SYSTEMS~ 

MAKING PEOPLE SICK

• GOOD SYSTEMS

PROTECTING PUBLIC HEALTH
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EXPECTATIONS

• BUYER:

• LIFE-TIME WARRANTY

• OWNER:

• GOOD REPORT

• IT’S “OK”



TYPES OF 
INSPECTIONS

• DRIVE BY

• SURFACING EFFLUENT

• SYSTEM OPERATION

• UP TO CODE 

• SYSTEM LIFE

• WARRANTY

• YOU ARE THE RME?



INSPECTIONS

• SYSTEM OPERATION

• IDENTIFY PROBLEMS

• COMMENTS

• CONSISTENT

• DO ALL THE 

STEPS



CHECK WITH 
YOUR STATE

• LOCAL STANDARDS 

• NAWT STANDARDS

• LIABILITY

• HONEST

• COMPLETE

• KNOWLEDGEABLE
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WHY DO WE NEED TO UNDERSTAND THE WHOLE SYSTEM

•USE

•COLLECTION

•PRETREATMENT
• SEPTIC TANK

• ATU

• TREATMENT FILTER

• FINAL TREATMENT 
& DISPERSAL
• SOIL/SOIL SYSTEM

NAWT XI



WHAT ARE DECENTRALIZED 
WASTEWATER SYSTEMS?

A.K.A. . . . 

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

ONSITE SYSTEMS

INDIVIDUAL SYSTEMS

CLUSTER SYSTEMS

PACKAGE PLANTS

CLASS V [EPA TERMINOLOGY]



“GOOD SYSTEMS”     

•STANDARD
• STATE RULES

• NATIONAL

•PROCESS
• HOW TO

• WHAT

•GOAL
• IN-GROUND

• TREATMENTNAWT XI



TROUBLESHOOTING
SPECIAL PROBLEMS: 

APPLYING THE SCIENTIFIC PROCESS



Treatment Capabilities
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THE PAPERWORK
COMPLETING FORMS



• OTHER FORMS TOO 

• STATE/LPA FORMS

• NOTICE OF INSPECTION

• NOTICE OF TRANSFER

COMPLETE THE 
FORM



SKETCH THE 
SYSTEM

CREATING A 
“RECORD



FIND AND SHOW ALL LOCATED 
COMPONENTS.



CHECKLIST SUMMARY 
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BUSINESS
•TIME

•COSTS

•PROFESSIONAL



CLIENT EXPECTATIONS

•SELLER

•BUYER

•FINANCE

•GOVERNMENT



COMMUNICATIONS

•FRONT END

•MID

•FINAL 



• EDUCATOR

• SUPPORT AND GUIDE

• ENCOURAGE

• SETTING HIGH STANDARDS

• BE A PROFESSIONAL

• SETTING STANDARDS

• COMPETENT

• CHARACTER

EDUCATOR VS. 
PROFESSIONAL
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