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What we’ll cover.

• Conventional onsite sewage system operation and 

maintenance reporting.

• Final revisions to the Private Well Regulations.

Note: The comments and opinions made in this presentation are those 

of the presenter and not of NOWRA or the Mega-Conference sponsors.



HB 769 – Conventional System O&M

• Transitions oversight of 

Chesapeake Bay pump out 

requirements to VDH in:

• Three Rivers HD

• Eastern Shore HD

• Effective July 1, 2023

• In response to multi-year report
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Conventional O&M Portal 

• Why should I submit reports:

• Required in Three Rivers and Eastern Shore.

• Helps the homeowner.

• Helps Virginia receive full BMP credits.

• 831 reports received since 7/1/23



Where We Are in the Process

• Original Regulation – September 1988

• First Major Revision – 1990

• Minor revisions since 

• Workgroup formed in 2016

• NOIRA published October 1, 2018 – No public comments received

• Draft regulation approved by Board of Health – June 6, 2019

• Three years pending Administration review (COVID-19 was a factor)

• Then….

Private Well Regulations Update



 Draft Regulations were published in Volume 

38, Issue 11 of Virginia Register of 

Regulations on January 17, 2022. 

   Two month public comment period ended 

March 18, 2022   
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   Comments led to some minor revisions

   Board of Health approved the final 

regulations in June 2022

 OAG, DPB, Secretary*, Governor – then…
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   FINAL REGULATIONS 

WILL BE PUBLISHED!
 

Private Well Regulations Update



Changes of Interest for Onsite Sewage

•  Permit duration to mirror onsite sewage permits.

• Classes of Water Wells

• Well Location

• Table 3.1 

• Additions and Changes

• Well Abandonment
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Private Well Regulations Update

WHAT TO LOOK FOR - PERMITS

Permit is no longer 54 month duration.

Permit period matches onsite permits (18 months with 

provision for ONE 18 month renewal).

Most permits issued lead to construction within 18 months.



Private Well Regulations Update

WHAT TO LOOK FOR – CLASSES OF WELLS

Class IV (non-potable) well construction standards mirror 

the Class III (potable standards).  

Allows for more flexibility in meeting setbacks between 

Class IV and onsite systems.



Private Well Regulations Update

WHAT TO LOOK FOR – WELL LOCATION

Table 3.1 (separation distances) has been revised.

Establish 25 foot setback from permanently abandoned onsite 

systems.

The setback from termite treated foundations has been 

discontinued.

5 feet from property line.

 



Private Well Regulations Update

More about elimination of termite treated foundation setback:

• 2018 study by OEHS and State Toxicologist.

• Virginia only state of the 48 having private well regulations that specified a 

     setback from termite treated foundations.

• Pesticides in 1980s were less environmentally friendly.

• Current termite treatment products list max 10 foot setback from wells.

 

• Yes, but what about residuals from older, nastier, termite chemicals?  



Private Well Regulations Update

More about elimination of termite treated foundation setback:

• Vast majority of studies only address residuals in soil.

 

• The USGS has conducted studies of pesticides in groundwater.

• By early 2000s only 4.8% of well samples exceeded human health standard.

 

• By early 2010s, no samples exceeded human health standard. 

• Eliminate termite treatment setback BUT increase setback from

     house foundation to 15 feet to incorporate 50% safety factor. 



Private Well Regulations Update

WHAT TO LOOK FOR – WELL ABANDONMENT

• About those abandoned bored wells that remain wells…

• Again, Virginia only state.

• Regulations include an alternate method for abandoning bored wells 

such that they can be declassified as “wells” with respect to separation 

distance.

• Bottom Line – protect groundwater AND free up available area for 

onsite systems.



Private Well Regulations Update

https://www.townhall.virginia.gov/L/ViewStage.cfm?stageid=9812

https://www.townhall.virginia.gov/L/ViewStage.cfm?stageid=9812


Questions

Lance Gregory

Director

Division of Onsite Water and Wastewater Services

Office of Environmental Health Services

Virginia Department of Health

109 Governor St., 5th Floor

Richmond, VA 23219

(804)864-7491

Lance.Gregory@vdh.Virginia.gov  

mailto:Lance.Gregory@vdh.Virginia.gov
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