YV o United States
\_/ Environmen tal Protection
\ Y4 Agency

EPA s Decent
Wastewater Program

2019 ONSITE MEGA -CONFERENCE

zach Lowenstein

U.S. EPA, Office of Wastewater Management,
www.epa.gov/septic




EPA Decentralized Program

A Approximately 20% of homes in the U.S. utilize
decentralized (onsite/septic) systems (ans, 2015)

A Decentralized systems can provide the same level of

treatment, and may be less expensive than centralized
wastewater (sewer) treatment

A EPA Program Goal: to provide small, rural, and low-
income communities with the tools, technology, and

financing options to address immediate and long-term
decentralized wastewater needs
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Decentralized Wastewater MOU
Partnership

A Goal: To
collaborate In
encouraging
proper
decentralized
system
management
and protect the *
nati onds
health and
water

resources

mage: 2017 MOU Partnership Renewal
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Decentralized Partnership Renewal November
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MOU Partnership Priorities

1) Ensure systems are maintained and functioning properly
to protect water quality and public health

2) Obtain accurate, updated statistics on system usage in
the US

3) Expand opportunities to emphasize utility of
decentralized systems

4) Leverage existing funding mechanisms for decentralized
systems

5) Emphasize decentralized wastewater treatment =
education
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Partnership Priority #1
Ensure systems are maintained & functioning properly
The goal is to expand outreach and education to the public

Current initiatives:
A SepticSmart Week outreach
A Partnering with other organizations
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septicsmart
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septicsmart

US.E IP A .
e, SepticSmart Week

A September 16 7 20, 2019

A Current products available to
the public at epa.gov/septic
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SepticSmart Week 2019: New and Noteworthy

Highlights include:
A #SepticSmart: 347 tweets; 1.7 million impressions

A More than 70,000 people were reached via newsletters
and listservs

A 12 proclamations: 10 states, 1 County Health
Department and 1 MOU Partner
Three New States: New Hampshire, New Mexico, Rhode Island

A New public outreach:
Suffolk County, New York event
Lansing, Michigan event
Fairfax County, Virginia podcast
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Proclamations Declared

States: NGOs:
ldaho A Ground Water Protection Council
Indiana
Michigan
New Hampshire* County:
New Mexico* A La Porte County Health
North Carolina Department, Indiana*
Oregon
RhOde ISIand* * Indicates the first time the state has had a proclamation.
Virginia
Washington
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State Proclamations

PROCLAMATION

State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations
GUBERNATORIAL PROCLAMATION

Proclamation
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News Coverage
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Help Your Customers Become SepticSmart

—
panpe customers sbout how their system works and how to take

ct and pumg a system when

it. They just don't get it if it

there's nothing wrong

here to think about? They don't want

SepticSmart Week 2019 shows how to care for,

maintain household septic systems

By Sadie Lackey For CAES News 7 s agx

Yy o in @ @
Septic tank maintenance (s often gnored but mpesatve 1o keeping many households healthy

To bring light 8 this subject and encowrage homeowners and communities 1o take better care of septic
tank systems. the U.S. Environmental Profecton Agency has designated Sept. 16-20 SepbcSmart Week

“SeplicSmart Waek i a good opportunty for homeowners and those with sepc systems 1o think about
how to mantain the system 1o prevent fulure probiems,” said Gary L. Hawkins, University of Georgia
water resource management and policy specialist and assistant professor in the Department of Crop and
Soil Scences

Working septic systems play an important role in protecting Georgia's waterways trom hammtul bactena
and other poliutants, Hawkons said. No one wants 1o think about their septic system, but proactively
working 1o protect them not only saves money but protects nearby streams, rivers and aquatic wikdife, he
sat

Homeowners can visit the UGA Cooperstive Extension water resources website for more information
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Protection Agency contact your local UGA Extension agent by calling 1-800-ASK-UGA1

ha the proper care
theyve dane a kot of the hard work for you

‘SepticSmart Week is Sept. 16-20. If you aven't checked out the EPA's SepticSmart Homeowners
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GLADWIN COUNTY - The C igan District Health D (CMDHD)
Great Laks { E), and
ﬂ_fl; COAST Protection Agency (EPA), recognize Sept. 16-20, 2019 as SepticSmart week. This annual event focuses on
JATING & GoDUMG CONTRACTORS educating homeawners snd communities on the proper care and maintenance of their septic systems.
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Spotlight: Turning the Tide

A Suffolk County, New York, hosted
ATurning the Ti
Summit at Stony Book University

Discussed local water quality challenges,
opportunities, and scientific research.

Basil Seggos, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
Commissioner. Photo courtesy of Kristina Heinemann
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Spotlight: Medication Disposal Event at the
Capitol
A Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and
Energy (EGLE) hosted a boot
Disposal Event
Explained the harms of disposing medications on septic systems.

Dave Cotton and Dale Ladouceur, Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE). Photo courtesy
of Ml EGLE Twitter Account.
Rt i

septicsmart

Aus

Y o United States
\_/ Environmental Protection
\ Y4 Agency



