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EPA Decentralized Program 

ÅApproximately 20% of homes in the U.S. utilize 
decentralized (onsite/septic) systems (AHS, 2015)

ÅDecentralized systems can provide the same level of 
treatment, and may be less expensive than centralized 
wastewater (sewer) treatment

ÅEPA Program Goal: to provide small, rural, and low-
income communities with the tools, technology, and 
financing options to address immediate and long-term 
decentralized wastewater needs
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Decentralized Wastewater MOU 

Partnership

ÅGoal: To 

collaborate in 

encouraging 

proper 

decentralized 

system 

management 

and protect the 

nationôs public 

health and 

water 

resources
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Image: 2017 MOU Partnership Renewal



Decentralized Partnership Renewal November 

2017
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MOU Partnership Priorities

1) Ensure systems are maintained and functioning properly 
to protect water quality and public health

2) Obtain accurate, updated statistics on system usage in 
the US

3) Expand opportunities to emphasize utility of 
decentralized systems

4) Leverage existing funding mechanisms for decentralized 
systems

5)  Emphasize decentralized wastewater treatment 
education
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Partnership Priority #1

Ensure systems are maintained & functioning properly

The goal is to expand outreach and education to the public 

Current initiatives:

ÅSepticSmart Week outreach

ÅPartnering with other organizations
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SepticSmart Week

ÅSeptember 16 ï20, 2019

ÅCurrent products available to 

the public at epa.gov/septic



SepticSmart Week 2019: New and Noteworthy

Highlights include:

Å#SepticSmart: 347 tweets; 1.7 million impressions

ÅMore than 70,000 people were reached via newsletters 

and listservs

Å12 proclamations: 10 states, 1 County Health 

Department and 1 MOU Partner

ÅThree New States: New Hampshire, New Mexico, Rhode Island 

ÅNew public outreach:

ÅSuffolk County, New York event

ÅLansing, Michigan event

ÅFairfax County, Virginia podcast
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Proclamations Declared 

States:
ÅIdaho

ÅIndiana

ÅMichigan 

ÅNew Hampshire*

ÅNew Mexico*

ÅNorth Carolina

ÅOregon

ÅRhode Island*

ÅVirginia 

ÅWashington

NGOs:
Å Ground Water Protection Council

County:
Å La Porte County Health 

Department, Indiana*
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* Indicates the first time the state has had a proclamation. 



State Proclamations
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News Coverage

11



Spotlight: Turning the Tide

Å Suffolk County, New York, hosted 

ñTurning the Tideò Water Quality 

Summit at Stony Book University 
Å Discussed local water quality challenges, 

opportunities, and scientific research.
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Basil Seggos, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 

Commissioner. Photo courtesy of Kristina Heinemann



Spotlight: Medication Disposal Event at the 

Capitol
ÅMichigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and 

Energy (EGLE) hosted a booth at this yearôs Medication 

Disposal Event

ÅExplained the harms of disposing medications on septic systems.     
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Dave Cotton and Dale Ladouceur, Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE). Photo courtesy 

of MI EGLE Twitter Account.


