
The Importance of 
Secondary Safety 

Devices

Justin Jobin

Sr. Manager of Government Relations

Infiltrator Water Technologies

FreeText
Presented at NOWRA 2025 Mega-Conference, October 19-22, 2025.



2

The materials being presented 

represent the presenter's own 

opinions, and do NOT reflect 

the opinions of NOWRA.

Disclaimer



3



Tank Access Opening Safety

• Industry initiative

• Objective to increase onsite wastewater 

system tank safety

• Require a barrier installed below the 

outer access port lid

• Reduce risk people inadvertently fall 

into an unsecured tank access port



Tank Access Opening Safety

• On a regular basis, people 

accidentally fall into onsite tanks

• A pumped tank often results in injury

• A tank containing sewage often 

results in a drowning death

• Children disproportionally affected

• Unaware of danger

• Height less than liquid level



Secondary Safety Device

• Deaths and injuries are preventable

• Frequent causes

• Lid not replaced following O&M

• Lid in place, not secured

• Lid damaged, flips when stepped on

• Can work together to address the issue



Multiple Simple Designs Available



Regulatory Framework

• Industry collaborating to advocate for new requirements

• States with secondary safety device requirements: CT, IN, KY, MI, OK, TX

• First national-level requirement was CSA B66 tank standard

• Canadian provinces, excluding Quebec, shifted to secondary safety device



Industry “Ask”

• Prompt thought on this issue 

and rationale for action

• When rules are open, 

industry wants to work with 

agencies to develop 

reasonable requirements for 

tank access openings

• Model language available



Final Thought
• Most common barrier to rule 

development: “it costs too much”

• Multiple low-cost secondary 

devices on the market

• Secondary device can be 

installed economically

• On a percentage basis, small 

proportion of a home construction 

cost

• True measure of cost is to ask what is 

the cost of a life for a potential tragedy 

that is fully preventable



Thank You

• Please reach out for more 

information

• Industry interested in 

collaborating with regulatory 

community
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